The Benchwarmers Present the 

Coach Camp Memorial Award


[bookmark: _Hlk198973430]Over the course of the last 59 years, The Benchwarmers organization has seen many changes and challenges. New schools have been built, new sports added, coaches and administrators have changed, and members have come and gone. Fortunately, there have also been important factors that have remained consistent, and among these is our members’ commitment to support the CRHS student-athletes. 

If there was one Benchwarmer member who exemplified this commitment, it was most certainly Wally Camp.  Wally was one of the founding members of The Benchwarmers and had an unwavering dedication to the organization and to the athletes and programs that we support. 

Wally attended New Haven State Teachers College, SCSU.  He played four years of Varsity basketball.  Wally was named the first Athletic Director at Durham High School- currently CRHS.  He coached soccer, basketball and baseball, both varsity and Junior varsity, along with girls and boys gym classes, and initiated the first girls softball team.   He was one of the founders of the Fundamental Basketball Camp, which functioned for 25 years for both boys and girls.  Wally maintained the basketball program at CRHS for a total of 33 years.   Wally's teams accumulated 508 wins, coached 12 All-State players, and his 1974 Blue Devils won the Class S State Championship, with him being named as Outstanding High School Coach by Sports Writers Alliance.  He was named the National High School Coach of the Year in the district, he was presented with the Gold Key, and in 2000 the Board of Education named the sports facilities the Wally Camp Athletic Complex. 

Wally was well respected by his peers, which was achieved by integrity and fairness. He set standards for sportsmanship and lessons for life that will long be remembered and revered.  Wally was totally devoted to his students, counseled, them, and always put their well-being first. 

The Benchwarmers lost Wally in 2017, but for lifetime service to CRHS athletes and athletic programs, the Benchwarmers have named this award in his honor.

